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"5__‘,»,;., . By George C. Wilson = - i Defense Sécretﬁi‘y Harold Brown Is-|
R " Washington Fost Staff Wrlter sued a memo June 22 on “principles
. *of public information.” In it, he said
Zhals??x’é getcﬁ':?;g eé‘;:;?ﬁ%gi‘{fgg “President Carter has pledged a new , ?‘— (s (< an , C*w”‘?(
rnment” which the
Act in jush.fying to subordinates his openness. in g.fwe C
worder to investigate the leak of budaet i f&ntagon will “seelks at all times to ﬂﬂ‘ -

:mformatmn to the press. v R
' Thomas B. Ross, who as assxstant .Brown's pr mcxple.,, as set forth in , IS /&/3 { SHA L_f_
secretary of defense for public affairs| his memo, di not extend to Claytor's
is under orders to provide the “new | &rgument that information must not
wpennegss in government” promised by he released for feor of disrupting “the

President Carter, sald yesterday hel: " orderly conduct of business” - -, #
was not consulted before Claytor is- Said Browa in his public informa-
sued his order. . tion memo: “Information will not he’

Claytor, in a memo. to Navy execu. | classified o- otherwise’ withheld to-
Zives, stated his philosophy this way:| bprotect the government from cntxcxsm
‘Premature or indiscriminate release - or embarrajsment.” y
of internal datd used in the.decision- “Navy sources said Claytor was em-
making process can only disrupt the barrassed be the cost comparisons of
orderly conduct of business and com- ! the two Marine rival alreraft getting
alicate the management process.” ! into print before the wmaterial had

Claytor, who joined the Carter team | been sent to Brown. ‘They added that
:s Navy: secretary in Febmary after - Claytor acted_hamly on his own in or:
(

serving as presndent of Southern Rail- | dering the Navy tc find out who

w3y, saxd in his Nov. 4 memo that he leaked the- information -rather than
“onsiders the premature release of in- | ¢onsylting with his 1nformat10n spe-
Zormation “detrimental to tbe Depart~= . cialists.

”».

ment of the Navy. Ross said the Defense Department

The news:story that prompted him is keeping hands off the Navy investi-
Po order the Naval Investigative Serv- | gation into tha leaked budget figures. .
ce to search for the sources appeared ', Ryt he said the Defense Fuv estigative ’ -
n the Oct. 31 issue of Aviation Week | garvice began,an internal Pentagon :
nagazine, The article compared the . snvachioation - three. - weeks ago in
Jfecycle costs of the AV-8B.advanced | hopeg of finding out-who gave secret
Harrier and the A-18 attack aircraft. | ynformatioh to Aviation Week on par-
The Marine Corps is fighting for L tlcle-beam technoiogy. .

ot Y or the Harrier In current bud- | > " p o< caiq vesterday that rsither the

Jet dxscusszons
Navy nor the defense mvmtxgatxon ex-
Claytor-conceded ' In his memo de- tends to reporters, just to military

.Z’L’{i;’h?é"ui‘ii’y‘ n?é"éef’éi’a;;%ﬁ?e‘"é‘}f‘%?}é and civilian Pentagon employees. -,

-e said “it is, at this point in time, in- - In another memo that critics con-
ernal, departmental information be- | tend contrasts with Carter's campaign
ng staffed for accuracy and consist- - ‘ “statements of an open administration,
=ncy prior to release to the Secretary l David Aaron, a White House national

£Defense - - Lnew o wo- ‘security ass!sfant EEE written the fol-

ey ————

The rNavy' Secretar:y said in his lowing to_the-State Depar m_ent Pgn-
memo tHat “it is necessary that we ta"on Arms Control and _Disarma- 1
la‘:c:ge tz}bihty to e'caxcxlunieifreely a_lll “Yient Avency, Central Intelligence
et of our major decisions with- | .. Xzeney and Jomt Chiefs of Statf:.

«ut threa ﬁ-—~ Latl:-
Josurz » t (.)f' comp romzse or early dls- o ;n .order ttc)I assure.that data : and.

“It is expressly to proteét thi . 1. analyses provided to the Cangress on
5 that the Frlgedorg of Infor’lr;;tl;gg -Strategle forces and programs of both
«ct exempts such internal working the U.S. and the Soviet Union,are con-
-ocuments from automatic release.” - |, Sistent'and represent the best. judg-

The House Government Operations | i or Of the executive. branch, all re-
“ommittee, in listing the purposes of. 7 sponses to requests ffom the Congress
1e FOIA, sald In its leglslative his- | [OF SUCh”material ‘should be cleared,

Ty pubhshed in 1875 that “if govern. :&2?3;};:?;515 ‘A‘V.I;}'Ekr'ﬁiag:;g ax:lm ;nh:::‘
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:il the activities of the government.” Rep. Robin Beard (R-Tenn), chair- o ) - SR )

Ee intent of the 1974 law, said the |. Man of.the House Republican defense i
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